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Everything you need to know 
about scholarships and bursaries 
starts here! 

Welcome to the Independent Schools Guide 
to Scholarships and Bursaries. 

We’ve put together this Information Pack to 
help inform parents and their children on a 
range of factors relating to the availability 
and application of scholarships and bursaries 
from many NSW independent schools. 
Featuring great tips to make the most of the 
application process, along with answers to 
some of your initial questions, our guide will 
help you get started in the right direction.

Most importantly, we have previewed each 
of our featured schools so you can get a 
feel for their specific environment and the 
scholarships and bursaries they have on offer.
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What is the benefit of a scholarship?
Scholarships are available from most independent schools. In general they offer the remission of all, or part 
of the tuition fees for a period of time.

How are they awarded?
Scholarships are generally open to existing students and prospective ones wishing to attend in the future. 
They are awarded on a variety of means from academic, boarding, character and skill-based aptitudes 
such as music, sports or performing arts. Often there will be conditions, or ideals, that the student will be 
required to uphold in order to retain the scholarship for the given time.

What is a bursary?
A bursary is a ‘means-tested’ scholarship to help families who may have financial difficulties meeting the 
cost of tuition fees from their preferred school. A confidential financial questionnaire may be required to 
demonstrate the financial need that would otherwise prevent attendance.

What does the process involve?
It can vary greatly from school to school. An exam (academic or practical) along with an interview or audition 
could be part of the application process. It is very important that you know the specific requirements, so 
you can prepare your child for what’s expected of them on the day. The ‘testing’ process is necessary so the 
school can more accurately gauge suitability for a scholarship or bursary. 

How do we apply?
This guide will give you an understanding of what scholarships are available from your preferred school, 
however we encourage you to contact the school directly for more details so you can make an informed 
decision that’s right for your family. A great place to start is the school’s website, which we have listed 
on each entry in this guide. Look for the terms and conditions for each scholarship, so you have a clear 
understanding of what the scholarship entails. It would also be worthwhile going on a tour of your preferred 
schools where you will also have the opportunity to ask questions and get a better feel for the environment.

We wish you well! 

THIS MATERIAL IS THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OF NEONLOGIC
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Why choose an 
independent education?
Independent schools come in all shapes and sizes, in a myriad of locations 
across Australia. The common denominator for all of these establishments 
is the wealth of educational, social and extra-curricular and sporting 
opportunities that are available. 

Diversity of choice
The sheer diversity of offerings available at independent schools make them a desirable option when 
exploring the educational choices available to your child. Students are encouraged to try activities outside 
their comfort zone, to safely try different things and discover what it is they enjoy and are good at. 

Sports
Some schools offer more than 25 sports from AFL, surfing, mountain biking, sailing and decathlons to 
name a few. Coaching staff range from professionally experienced sportspeople, to even ex-Olympians, 
providing the ultimate mentoring in specific sporting endeavours.

Accountability
There is strong accountability within the teaching staff at independent schools, helping to maintain 
exacting teaching standards and attract motivated staff who actually want to be there. Independent 
schools have full say in who they employ and who they let go, allowing them to cull staff who are not 
meeting the standards expected.

Academic excellence
While independent schools offer a diverse range of programs to build a child’s strengths in many different 
areas, they are also very focused on academic outcomes and many offer the International Baccalaureate, 
an internationally recognised education and testing program.

Co-curricular programs 
Independent schools feature many high quality, co-curricular 
programs to challenge and develop students while complementing their main learning areas. From 
debating teams, public speaking, sporting competitions, chess club, art, music, drama and literary 
programs, the activities focus less on theory and more on practical application of skills that build 
personality, passions and a healthy competitive spirit.

The quality of staff
Almost without exception, every independent school principal credits the expertise and dedication of the 
staff employed within their fraternity as one of the outstanding reasons to aspire to an education of this 
type. Many studies globally have found that the key to students’ academic success is quality teaching and 
leadership. Independent schools employ highly skilled and innovative teachers who are passionate about 
learning and often work in teams to critically review each other’s lessons and identify opportunities for 
change and innovation.

Nurturing goodness as well as excellence
Most independent schools have a religious foundation, ensuring children study in an environment 
supported by a set of defined values. In general, these values nurture self-discipline, respect for authority, 
self-reliance, safety, structure and cultural traditions. While, the decision to pursue a scholarship may 
be based on accessing exceptional resources on a day-to-day basis, many parents choose independent 
schooling for what kind of people their children become as a result of their attendance. The students 
not only succeed in their professions, but often take up opportunities to volunteer in a wide range of 
charitable activities and give back substantially to the world.



As much as schools try to make the 
assessment process as unintimidating as 
possible, there’s no doubt that for a child it 
can often be a rather daunting process. 

Actually, if we’re honest – sitting tests and 
being interviewed is pretty daunting for us 
adults too!

So here are some tips and ideas to ensure 
that your child is not only well-prepared for 
the assessment, but is also feeling calm and 
confident in themselves and their abilities. 

1  Do you know what’s actually required?
Planning and preparation are two very important things you can help 
your child with. 

Make sure you have a clear understanding of all requirements of 
your specific scholarship application process. Have the forms been 
completed? Does my child need to sit an exam, or prepare for an 
interview, or both? Perhaps they need to put together a portfolio, or 
practise and perform at an audition? 

Plan out each requirement with plenty of time, so there is not a feeling 
of being rushed - rather a feeling of being ready.

2 A good night’s sleep boosts concentration!
Getting a good night’s sleep is really important for your child’s 
concentration on the day. 

We know that their quality of sleep is greatly affected by erratic blood 
sugar and insulin levels. An important way to balance these fluctuations 
is to provide a good quality source of protein together with vegetables 
and healthy fats at the evening meal and eliminate night-time desserts 
or ‘treats’ which are high in sugar. 

As much as they may protest, it’s also a good idea to switch off any 
electronic devices at least an hour before going to bed to help the mind 
transition to sleep more easily.

3 Meditation to calm the mind
Teaching your children simple meditation techniques such as closing 
their eyes and focusing on their breathing is extremely helpful. 
Mediation is proven not only to calm the mind and reduce stress but 
also to improve focus and memory! You can find lots of simple guided 
meditations for children online. 

A quick meditation might be a good idea for you too – we know this 
process can be just as stressful for you as a parent as it is for your child! 
And remember, the calmer you are, the better they will feel too.

4 Time to get the blood pumping!
Research shows strong evidence that regular exercise (at least 3 
times a week) has a direct effect on reducing anxiety and improving 

concentration in children. It’s also a great way to clear their minds after 
a long day at school or as a break from studying.

Check out ‘Just Dance Kids’ for something a little bit different. It helps 
to make the exercise process fun too – you might even want to join in! 

5 Fuel The Body With Long Lasting Energy
After all of that exercise, your child will need a whole lot of nutritionally 
rich foods such as fruits, vegetables, good fats and protein to replenish 
their energy! 

It’s a great idea to boost concentration with a healthy breakfast, like a 
smoothie. Try mixing banana, strawberries, raspberries, yoghurt, full-
cream milk/almond milk with added pre-soaked oats. 

Some scrambled eggs with smashed avocado on whole-grain sourdough 
toast will also provide long-lasting energy. 

For ideas on how to make healthy lunchboxes that actually get eaten, 
check out our blog here! ip 6

6 Watch Your Expectations –
Put Yourself In Your Child’s Shoes
Yes, we absolutely want our child to realise how important the 
interview and test process is. However, we need to be a little bit careful 
that we’re supporting, not pressuring them to succeed. 

Unrealistic expectations can easily create stress in both your child and 
yourself – which often leads to less than desired outcomes. Instead, try 
chatting to your child and ask them if there’s anything else you can be 
doing to support and encourage them.

7 Reach out!
And finally, if you feel that your child is beginning to feel stressed about 
their upcoming assessment, reach out to family and friends who may 
have gone through the process. It may help your child to talk to another 
who has been through the process to discover that it’s really not that 
scary!

Seven tips to 
help your child 
prepare for their 
scholarship 
assessment
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www.ascham.nsw.edu.au
Edgecliff

Ascham
School 

Ascham School is a non-selective day and boarding school for girls from Prep to Year 12 located in Sydney’s 
Eastern Suburbs. Ascham provides a strong academic program within a friendly, inclusive culture, supporting 
girls to develop into confident, independent, compassionate young women with a sense of purpose in the world. 
At the heart of Ascham’s learning and teaching excellence is our focus on the individual girl, achieved through the 
Dalton Plan, which stimulates self-reliance and assists each girl to assume responsibility for her own learning. 
Ascham has an outstanding academic reputation, excellent Music, Art and Drama departments and a thriving 
boarding community. Ascham girls are offered many opportunities to develop talents within a wide range of co-
curricular activities and our sporting teams achieve strong results in interschool and regional competitions.

Scholarships on offer
Ascham welcomes girls entering Year 7 in 2021 to apply for its Academic, All Rounder, Boarding, Diversity, and 
Music Scholarships. Ascham Scholarships are awarded to girls who will thrive academically and personally 
through the Dalton Plan and who will in turn make a significant contribution to the life of the School.

All Ascham Scholarships are means-tested and we welcome applications from girls whose families require some 
financial assistance to attend the School. The selection process includes written scholarship tests and interviews.

CONTACT US
Please visit our website www.ascham.nsw.edu.au 
for further information, including how to register 
and relevant closing dates.

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
31 January 2020



www.frensham.nsw.edu.au 
Mittagong

Frensham 

Located in the Southern Highlands of NSW, Frensham is one of Australia’s most respected independent schools 
for girls. Valuing its position as the largest boarding school for girls in Australia, Frensham offers students 
the best of both worlds: a spectacular learning and living environment and a rigorous approach to studies.  
Frensham is a unique residential and community experience – for boarders who are 70% of the school, and for 
‘day boarders’ who are fully connected to House life but don’t sleep over. Parents see the benefits of boarding 
for developing emotional and intellectual maturity, self-discipline and self-management, and for inspiring a 
deep sense of personal connection.  Our curriculum is personalised and flexible and we benchmark our academic 
outcomes for students and the School against global standards. Frensham girls are inspired to be critical, ethical 
and flexible thinkers, and future leaders in our complex and rapidly changing world.

Scholarships on offer
Frensham offers Scholarships & Educational Grants (Bursaries) for Years 7-11 for up to 50% remission on tuition 
and boarding fees to students who demonstrate excellence, and whose parents are committed to the ideals of 
the School. 
Available for: Rural and Regional (Boarding) // Sydney (Boarding) // Southern Highlands Entrance (Day or 
Boarding) // ICPA (Isolated Children and Parents Association) (Boarding) // Music (up to 100% Boarding). 

CONTACT US
Email: registrar@frensham.nsw.edu.au 
Call: The Registrar on (02) 4860 2000
Website: www.frensham.nsw.edu.au 
Tours of the school are offered by arrangement.

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
Frensham Scholarships & Educational Grants 
(2022 entry): 7 April 2020
ACER Scholarship Test (2021 entry): 
19 February 2020



www.kws.nsw.edu.au/
Orange

Kinross 
Wolaroi School

Located in Orange NSW, Kinross Wolaroi School opens up a world of opportunity for its students: It has been 
the school of choice for generations of families, with more than 130 years of rich boarding heritage and academic 
excellence. The school accepts students from Pre-Kinder to Year 12, with boarding from Year 7-12 on separate 
sites for boys and girls. An unrivalled academic curriculum is complemented by a vibrant co-curricular program 
where students discover and develop their individual talents. Our students thrive in a co-educational learning 
environment that blends modern facilities and heritage buildings with spacious grounds. The School’s  Regional 
Education Philosophy provides contextual educational experiences that connect our students to nature, to the 
environment and to their community, while grounding them in real world experience. As a school we celebrate 
success but respect resilience. For over a century, KWS has been motivating students to become men and 
women of integrity. 

Scholarships on offer
KWS invites students entering Years 7 to 11 in 2021 to apply for our Academic, Music, Ex-Student, Boarding and 
Indigenous Scholarships. To acknowledge our diverse student population and encourage excellence, each year 
Kinross Wolaroi School offers a number of scholarships and bursaries to day and boarding students (both current 
and future) entering Years 7 to 11. Annually KWS works in partnership with Academic Assessment Services to 
deliver our scholarship program. All applicants must sit the KWS Scholarship exam to be held on site at Kinross 
Wolaroi School in our Derek Pigot Auditorium. 

CONTACT US
Email: https://www.kws.nsw.edu.au/
Call: 02 6392 0303

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
1st February 2020



www.roseville.nsw.edu.au/
Roseville

Roseville 
College

Roseville College is an established Anglican independent day school for girls on Sydney’s North Shore; well-
regarded for its good character, its ability to lead and inspire young women as learners and leaders, and its 
welcoming school community for students and their families alike. The College is a learning community of more 
than 900 girls in Kindergarten to Year 12. The School’s size privileges its teachers and support staff to know 
and care for each girl, partnering with each girl to ensure her learning pathway is rigorous and personalised; yet 
broad, and balanced with healthy relationships and pastoral care, a positive – even ambitious attitude to learning, 
and inspirational leadership underpinned by timeless Christian values and Biblical truth. Founded in 1908, the 
College ranks among NSW’s leading schools in HSC achievement, while also delivering world-class learning 
initiatives such as the IB Primary Years Program and Cambridge Courses in Years 9–10. 

Scholarships on offer
Roseville College offers the following scholarships to girls entering Senior School in 2021: Academic Scholarship 
for Year 7, 10 and 11 entry, Music Scholarship for Year 7, 10 and 11 entry, and All Rounder Scholarship for Year 7 
and 10 entry. With an emphasis on equipping each girl to realise her purpose in life, our Scholarship Program is 
valued for its role in evincing excellence in learning, such as participation in initiatives such as the internationally 
accredited Cambridge Courses in Years 9 – 10. As a result, scholarship entry into the Senior School can be 
competitive. 

CONTACT US
Email: enquiries@roseville.nsw.edu.au
Call: (02) 9884 1100 

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
21 February 2020



www.rhac.nsw.edu.au
Rouse Hill

Rouse Hill 
Anglican College

Rouse Hill Anglican College, in Sydney’s North West growth corridor, is a co-educational school delivering 
excellence in education from Pre-K to Year Twelve. Christian, caring and dynamic; our priorities focus on 
developing an adaptive, purposeful, engaged and motivated citizen ready to take active steps to improve the 
world in which they live. Established in 2002, the College is situated on a 23 acre site in Rouse Hill, and has an 
enrolment of approximately 800 in Senior School. 

Scholarships on offer
A number of Academic and Music Scholarships of varying values will be offered to suitable candidates for entry 
into Year Seven and Eleven in 2021 based on academic achievement and performance in the ACER Scholarship and 
successful interview. Short listed applicants for Music Scholarships will also be required to attend an audition. 
The Scholarship Program at Rouse Hill Anglican College provides students with the opportunity to undertake an 
enriched learning program in an environment where achievement is encouraged and acknowledged. A balanced 
approach to school life prepares our students to become successful, contributing members and leaders of the 
community. All scholarship students are required to participate in the co-curricular program.

CONTACT US
Contact Mrs Debbie Elliot
Email: enrolments@rhac.nsw.edu.au
Call: (02) 8824 5844 

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
10 February 2020



APPLICATIONS CLOSE
10 February 2020

www.tsc.nsw.edu.au
Bellevue Hill

The Scots 
College

The Scots College is devoted to helping students develop intellectual, physical, artistic, and personal interests. 
Our strong emphasis on leadership preparation, constructive service and personal fulfilment combine to challenge 
and inspire students to reach new levels of achievement. 

Scholarships on offer
Each year, the College awards a number of Academic and Music scholarships. Based on our Presbyterian and 
Christian foundation, it has and will continue to be College’s aim to help students who seek opportunities 
offered by The Scots College, but financial constraints may have prevented them applying for a place at Scots. 
Registrations for Year 7 and Year 10 2021 Scholarships are now open. Registrations close Monday 10 February 2020.

CONTACT US
Email: admissions@tsc.nsw.edu.au 
Call: (02) 9391 7668



www.shore.nsw.edu.au
North Sydney

Shore
School

Shore’s dynamic tradition is founded on authentic and transformative Christian faith, with emphases on engaged 
rigour in academic work, relational service of others, growth in character, personal best in games and cocurricular 
activities. With this as its foundation, and within the terms of its charter, Shore seeks to be the leading 
comprehensive school in Australia.

Scholarships on offer
Scholarships are awarded on primarily academic grounds. However, a number of scholarships are means-
related and these are awarded to boys who would not otherwise be able to attend Shore. These Scholarships 
are awarded to boys considered to have exceptional potential, who will benefit substantially by attending the 
school, and who will in turn make a significant contribution to the academic life of the School. The Scholarships 
are allocated after the completion of the ACER CSTP Scholarship examination and an interview with the 
Headmaster and Director of Studies.

CONTACT US
Email: scholarships@shore.nsw.edu.au
Phone: 02 9900 4746 
Website: www.shore.nsw.edu.au/enrolment/scholarships

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
10 February 2020 



www.stspyridon.nsw.edu.au
Kingsford and Maroubra

St Spyridon 
College

A co-educational Greek Orthodox school of around 800 students from Kindergarten to Year 12, St Spyridon 
College educates students to take their place in a rapidly changing world with confidence and success by 
developing the whole person: strong in mind, healthy in body, endowed with love, faith and compassion, able 
to make a conscious and positive contribution to the well-being of the broader community, our nation and our 
planet. The four pillars of modern education -learning to know, learning to do, learning to be, learning to live 
together – are an inspiration for this program. St Spyridon believes that the essential cornerstone for a fulfilling 
life and the ultimate purpose of all its endeavours is for students to learn to love, to act with compassion and 
respect for the dignity of others. 

Scholarships on offer
The College offers three categories of scholarships: ACER Scholarship to the top Year 6 applicant entering Year 
7 in 2021 for a duration of four years from Year 7 to 10; ACER Scholarship for the top two Year 10 applicants 
entering Year 11 in 2020 for a duration of two years from Year 11 to 12; University Scholarship, open to all existing 
St Spyridon students who achieve an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) of 97.0 or above. 

CONTACT US
Contact the Enrolment Officer: Mrs Angela Kringas.
Call: (02) 9311 3340, 
Email: enrolments@stspyridon.nsw.edu.au
Website: www.stspyridon.nsw.edu.au

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
10 February 2020



www.olmc.nsw.edu.au
Parramatta

OLMC 
Parramatta

Established in 1889, OLMC Parramatta is a leading independent Catholic girls’ school which provides 
contemporary and innovative learning excellence in the rich Mercy tradition. Our heritage inspires our young 
Mercy women to expand beyond what they know they can be, to lead with courage and act justly to make a 
difference in an ever-changing world, in the spirit of Catherine McAuley.

Scholarships on offer
For 2021, OLMC is offering Mercy Scholarships for Academic Excellence and Music Excellence as well as a 
Mercy Scholarship for Alumnae to selected students entering Year 7 who have already accepted a place at the 
College. Scholarships provide full or part remission of tuition fees. All applicants are required to undertake 
the Scholarship Test and Music Excellence Scholarship applicants are also required to submit documentation 
demonstrating a high level of musical skill, commitment and achievement. The Alumnae Scholarship is open to 
daughters/granddaughters/or great granddaughters of ex-students of the College and applicants are required to 
meet the criteria outlined on the College website. The College may invite applicants for any scholarship and their 
family to attend an interview, while music applicants will be required to attend an audition. 

CONTACT US
Email: registrar@olmc.nsw.edu.au
Call: (02) 8838 1222 
Website: www.olmc.nsw.edu.au/mercyscholarships

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
14 February 2020



www.stcatherines.nsw.edu.au
Waverley

St Catherine’s 
School Sydney

St Catherine’s is Australia’s oldest independent Anglican girls’ school for girls from Kindergarten to Year 12, 
and our purpose is to develop young women of character and intellect.  We welcome girls of all backgrounds, 
faiths and abilities. Our teachers embrace the latest educational research balancing explicit instruction with 
engagement. They help each girl to learn in the way that is right for her, giving her the academic rigour she needs 
to flourish at school. Our Academic Care program, founded on the principles of positive psychology, is designed 
to develop girls’ wellbeing by building positive emotions, a resilient mindset, academic tenacity and healthy 
relationships. While at St Catherine’s, your daughter’s study is complemented by strong co-curricular programs 
in sport, music, performing arts and service education. When she leaves St Catherine’s we want her to be well 
educated, well rounded and well balanced – ready for further study, ready for life.

Scholarships on offer
St Catherine’s has a variety of scholarships reflecting the academic and inclusive nature of our learning 
philosophies. Please visit our website  to read more about our school and what we can offer your daughter. 2020 
Scholarships: Year 7 Academic, Years 7–10 All-rounder, Indigenous (boarder); Years 7–11 Alumnae, Music, Country 
boarding.

CONTACT US
Email: enrol@stcaths.nsw.edu.au
Call: (02) 8305 6206
Website: www.stcatherines.nsw.edu.au

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
2021 Music Applications Close: 
14 February 2020
2021 Applications Close:  
28 February 2020 


